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History 
 
In the early 1950s, an around Australia car race was inaugurated, with the prime 
sponsor being the REDEX Oil Company. Managed by the CAMS 
(Confederation of  Australian Motor Sports) with the deed of authority executed 
by the RAC (Royal Automobile Club) of Great Britain, it was called the: 
REDEX Automobile around Australia Reliability Trial.  
                      
In 1954, not to be outdone, it was decided to replicate the car reliability trial 
race with an aircraft reliability trial race. The race was run in accordance with 
the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale rules and all competitors had to 
possess an FAI  Competitors Licence.  
 
One of the competitors was Eugene (Jenö) Marosszéky who held FAI 
Competitor Licence No: 19 (Ref: Figures; 47, 48, 49), along with his co-pilot 
Pierre Allard. The prize for first place was £1,000.00, Second Prize was 
£400.00 and third prize £200.00. Jenö came third on points but finished 4th.  
 
However the economics of the time made it difficult to attract contenders and 
sponsors. One of the biggest issues was the ability of oil companies to supply 
special high octane aviation fuel (105RON) at remote outback locations (Ref: 
Figure 51). Race organizers and planners found that they could undertake the air 
race by cutting Australia in half and taking a well-established route through 
Alice Springs from Darwin to Port Pirie and then Parafield in South Australia, 
then back to Sydney via Moorabbin and Forest Hill.   

 
Preamble 
 
The race attracted a variety of competitors, farmers, graziers, business people, 
academics and pilots who needed to prove their capability, as after the war there 
were many returned servicemen and women who had not been able to secure 
employment in aviation due to the economic times.  
 
This collection of data including; maps, correspondence and photos has been 
assembled from the Marosszéky family archives. Whilst it is not complete it 
does represent a reasonable chronicle of the race and the contrasting level of 
aviation and aviation technology that we are seeing 60 years later.  
 
I have included some personal details of Jenö Marosszéky and his contribution 
to aviation reliability and history, albeit the REDEX Aviation Reliability Trial 
was not a familiar event, it was the only air race (trial) event in Australia. 
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Race (REDEX) Rules (Based on FAI  Rules (1954) *)   
 
There are no copies of the race rules governing the requirements of the 
contestants as published in 1954 or in that era. Also there were no VHF radios 
installed on most aircraft, so communication was to be by way of overflying or 
landing. However what is known from anecdotal evidence:  
 
1. The race was to be based on aircraft reliability and pilot professional 

standards, and their ability to maintain their aircraft in a serviceable 
condition. 

 
2. The contestants had to plan their flights in accordance with FAI  rules; * and 

for an aircraft reliability race this included pre planning for weather, landing 
conditions and fuel consumption whilst maintaining a strict schedule. 

 
3. Constant communications were also to be maintained where possible. 
 
4. Safety and survival standards were to be observed at all times. 

 
5. Assistance was to be given if requested and where possible. 

 
6. The aircraft was to be maintained at all times in accordance with the 

manufacturer’s specifications and DCA regulations. 
 

7. All flight records, maintenance records and route maps were to be retained 
and submitted for scrutiny at the end of the race. Flight logs were also 
required to be submitted for review before being returned to the pilot. 

 
8. All landing points were to be considered mandatory and accommodation was 

made available to the competitors. These were identified on the Tracks & 
Distance data sheet (Figure 1) and the submitted flight plans.  

 
9. Each competitor was issued with a Carnot Card for the purchase of fuel 

enroute. 
 

10.  In the event of an emergency or a crash landing the provisions outlined in 
the emergency procedures data sheet was to be adhered to where possible. 
This data is represented on the RAAF Townsville SAR (Search and Rescue) 
sheet. (Ref: Figures; 52, 53, 54.) 
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11.  If radios were installed radio procedures and etiquette were to be maintained 
at all times and no unnecessary communications were to be made ensuring 
the radio frequencies would be open in an emergency. 

 
12. Where possible the aircraft had to be protected from the elements whilst on 

the ground.  
 

13. There was to be no malicious act taken by a competitor against another 
competitor. If there was evidence that this rule was not observed the 
competitor will be disqualified without recourse to appeal. If damage was 
severe restitution of costs against the perpetrator could be ordered. 

 
14. The race organizers had to submit the race results for recording purposes 

with the FAI  (the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale)*. 
 

15. In the event of any serious incident where communications with an airport 
authority or race organizers was not possible the local police would be the 
point of contact. 

 
16. The organization of the supply of aircraft parts was the responsibility of the 

pilot. 
 

17. Fuel and oil supplies were to be at designated points managed by the 
Vacuum Oil, Shell Oil and Mobil Oil Companies along with REDEX Oil 
Company. 

 
18.  Race rules and FAI  * conditions were to be observed at all times. 

 
* 

    FAI Sporting Code   
Rules and Regulations 
AIR NAVIGATION RACE 

 

FEDERATION AERONAUTIQUE INTERNATIONALE 
Avenue Mon-Repos 24, CH 1005 Lausanne, Switzerland 
 
Note: The FAI were contacted to seek any data or records they might hold, however they 
indicated that the archives had not been maintained back that far and were regretfully unable 
to assist with any information. 
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The Race 
 
The race began at Bankstown Aerodrome and the field attracted 22 competitor 
aircraft, some with a crew of two, the rules required certain categories with 
handicaps to be applied, the categories were A, B & C.  
 
The fastest aircraft was a Mustang MK.20. (CA-17) fighter Serial Number A68-
5 (construction No: 1330) Registration No: VH-BVM owned and flown by Mr 
Arnold Glass. This aircraft had its own classification “C”; however he retired 
from the race in Brisbane due to what he considered an unfair handicap system. 
 
The slowest aircraft was a DH.82 De Havilland Tiger Moth Serial No: EC-
2A17-28 Registration No: VH-AGK, owned by the Royal Aero Club on loan to 
Jenö Marosszéky and Co- Pilot Pierre Allard. This aircraft was in the “A” class, 
which covered aircraft to the maximum speed of 120 knots. They were the only 
Europeans in the air race and flying one of the oldest aircraft. (Ref: Figure 1). 
 
 

   
        DH 82A Tiger Moth (EC-2A17-28) VH-AGK (1938).  
  
     Figure 1           
    

As the race was to be conducted over remote areas of Australia, a number of 
Safety considerations were required including: 
 

• Emergency flares 
• Essential camping gear 
• Ration packs provisioned from the Defence Department 
• Warm clothing 
• Available fuel supplies 
• Suitable maps and navigation equipment 
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Fuel and oil supplies were supplied by the Shell Company, Mobil Oil Company 
and the Vacuum Oil Company. They were to station supplies of a sufficient 
quantity at each location. The pilots would pay for the fuel and oil consumed on 
their return. 
 
There were scheduled overnights and days off, so as competitors could rest and 
perform essential maintenance and repairs (if necessary), including mandatory 
Daily Checks and Part “A” Checks. Permission was granted by DCA for Jenö to 
perform daily checks, inspection and minor maintenance. Ref: (Figure 103). 
 
The Maps were supplied by the RAAF and were printed and published in 1943 
and 1944. Each Pilot had to provide navigation instruments. Emergency ration 
packs were requisitioned from the RAAF “Q” stores. 
 
The race was set to start at 1030 Local time (0030z) August 01st.1954 from 
Bankstown Aerodrome. The crews, starters, organizers, fuelling company 
officials (from Shell and Vacuum) and officials assembled at 0830 for the final 
race briefing. The conditions on the day were fair with slight Southerly breeze 
5-10 knots and the temperature 17⁰C. Ref: (Figure 5 and Figure 23). 
 
 

    
            Engine start 1100 August 1st. 1954. 
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The Route 
 
The original “around Australia” route Figure 2 (& 56) had to be changed due to 
a problem of logistics in providing high octane fuel (RON105) at some of the 
remote location. The revised route would take the competitors through the 
centre of Australia via Darwin, Alice Springs and Parafield. (Reference Figure 3 
& 3A below): 
The race started at Bankstown Aerodrome at 1100 EST. on August 1st. 1954, 
and was to finish at Bankstown Aerodrome at 1700EST. on August 15th. 1954. 
 
The route schedule: 
  

• Day 1: Bankstown – Coffs Harbour – Archerfield 
• Day 2: Archerfield – Bundaberg – Rockhampton 
• Day 3: Rockhampton – Mackay – Townsville 
• Day 4: Overnight in Townsville 
• Day 5: Townsville – Hughenden – Cloncurry (Overnight) 
• Day 6: Cloncurry – Duchess – Mt. Isa – Camooweal – Tennant    

            Creek (Overnight) 
• Day 7: Tennant Creek – Daly Waters – Katherine – Darwin  

            (Overnight) and stay an extra day for maintenance 
• Day 9: Darwin – Katherine – Daly Waters – Tennant Creek   

            (Overnight) 
• Day 10:  Tennant Creek – Alice Springs (Overnight) an extra day 
• Day 12:  Alice Springs – Oodnadatta – Leigh Creek (Overnight) 
• Day 13: Leigh Creek – Port Pirie – Parafield (Overnight) 
• Day 14: Parafield – Swan Hill – Moorabbin (Overnight) 
• Day 15: Moorabbin – Forest Hill (Wagga Wagga) – Bankstown. 

 
A total distance of 5,238 statute miles was covered consuming 432 imperial 
gallons of high octane (105RON) petrol. (Reference chart, pages 17 & 18). 
 
In Darwin the competitors experienced storms, and points were lost due to some 
questionable activities including the Tiger Moth removal from the Hangar 
during the storm. This resulted in a loss of points for Jenö and Pierre, this was 
recognised and an informal protest was lodged by some other competitors on 
behalf of the two pilots.  
 
The race was relatively uneventful after Darwin, with great care to ensure the 
reliability and airworthiness of the aircraft this reflected on Jenö & Pierre’s 
good final points score.  
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Enroute weather was considered good except for some weather (rain & wind) 
around the top end and Townsville. 
 
The aircraft performed very well without the requirement of parts replacements 
or major maintenance. 
 
The map below shows the original planned route (yellow) and the revised route 
(blue) taken: 
 

 
          Produced by András Marosszéky (Amos Computer Services) 



The 1954 REDEX Around Australia Aircraft Reliability Trial Page 11 

 

 



The 1954 REDEX Around Australia Aircraft Reliability Trial Page 12 

 

 



The 1954 REDEX Around Australia Aircraft Reliability Trial Page 13 

 

The following figure 2. Represents the Track and Distances for the original race 
course, this was to be changed to a course through Alice Springs, Parafield to 
Moorabbin, refer previous spread sheet. 
 
 

 
 
                                                             Figure 2 (& Fig.56) 
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Competitors & aircraft 
 
There were a total of 22 competitors starting in the following aircraft: 
 

1. W. Murrell      Auster J/5F Aiglet Trainer   VH-AGM      
2. N. Buckley      Auster J/5B Autocar             VH-ADS                
3. J. Marosszéky & P. Allard     DH.82A Tiger Moth             VH-AGK   
4. A. Oates     DH.87A  Hornet Moth          VH-UUW 
5. S. Shipp     DH.82A Tiger Moth              VH-AML 
6. L. Crowley    Percival Gull                  (Reg. not on record) 

7. Soutar Brothers    DH.82A Tiger Moth              VH-AIJ 
8. J.R. Hall & J. Neal   DH.87B  Hornet Moth           VH-UYX 
9. L. Wall      Fairchild  24-G                      VH-UYH 
10.   J.R. Moore     Auster J/1 Autocrat        (Reg. not on record) 
11.   J.M. Hopp     CZL MRAZ M1C  Sokol       VH-AXY 
12.   I. Clubb      CA-6  Wackett Trainer           VH-AJB 
13.   Li & Berryman    Auster J/1 Autocrat                 VH-AYO 
14.   J.R. Hunt     DH.90   Dragonfly                  VH-UXS 
15.   J.A. Carter     Ryan STA                               VH-BWQ 
16.   A. Lowe& D. Hewitt    Percival Proctor Mk.1.           VH-BCX 
17.   J. Montgomery & J Simler.  Percival Proctor Mk111.         VH-BEG 
18.   R. Smith & R. McNeill   Miles  M.65 Gemini 1A          VK-AKV 
19.   M.J. Nichols     Percival Proctor  Mk.1    (Reg. not on record) 
20.   W. James     Cessna 300      (Reg. Not recorded) VH-VYG 
21.   R.W. Locke       Miles  M.65 Gemini  1A         VH-BJZ 
22.   A. Glass     CA-17 Mustang  Mk.20          VH-BVM 

  

   The following thirteen aircraft (Class A & B) managed to complete the race    
   on August15th. 1954: 
    

i. VH-AXY. M.W. Hopp  
ii.  VH-AGM. W. Murrell (1st.)  
iii.  VH-AJB.  I. Clubb  
iv. VH-ADS.  N. Buckley  (2nd.) 
v. VH-UXS.  J. R. Hunt  
vi. VH-UYH.  L. Wall  
vii.  VH-UUW.  A. Oates  
viii.  VH-BWQ.  J.A. Carter  
ix. VH-UYX.  J. R. Hall & J. Neal  
x.  VH-AIJ.  Soutar Brothers  
xi.  VH-AGK. Tiger Moth  Jenö Marosszéky & Pierre Allard (3rd.) 
xii.   VH-AML. S. Shipp  
xiii.   VH-AYO.  Li. & Berryman 



The 1954 REDEX Around Australia Aircraft Reliability Trial Page 15 

 

Aerodrome Index Charts (Fig. 3 – Fig. 21) 
 
These charts provide pilots with details and data at aerodromes and airfield 
features also facilities including services if 
any:

 
 



The 1954 REDEX Around Australia Aircraft Reliability Trial Page 16 

 

           Figure 3 

 

 
 
     Figure 4 
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      Figure 5 
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         Figure 6 
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         Figure 7 
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          Figure 8 



The 1954 REDEX Around Australia Aircraft Reliability Trial Page 21 

 

 

 
 
          Figure 9 
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          Figure 10 
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         Figure 11  
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          Figure 12 
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       Figure 13 
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       Figure 14 
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           Figure 15 
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      Figure 16 
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      Figure 17 
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      Figure 18 
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      Figure 19 
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Flight Plan and Flight data sheets. (To be submitted prior to flight); 
Fig. 20 – Fig. 26. (Set Incomplete) 

  
 

 
 
       Figure 20 
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          Figure 21 
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        Figure 22 
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          Figure 23 
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        Figure 24 
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      Figure 25 
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          Figure 26 
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Meteorological Charts & Enroute Weather Data: (Provided to Pilots 
for flight planning). Fig. 27 – Fig. 32. 
 
 

 
      Figure 27 
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         Figure 28 
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       Figure 29 
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          Figure 30 
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        Figure 31 
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      Figure 32 
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        Figure 33 
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Aircraft & Engine Maintenance record sheet: Fig. 34 & Fig. 35. 
(Completed daily and submitted to the aircraft owner on return of the flight). 

 
 
      Figure 34 
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        Figure 35 
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DCA (Department of Civil Aviation) letter to: Jenö Marosszéky. 
(Advising him of passing his licence exams). 

 
 

 
 
 

Figure 36 



The 1954 REDEX Around Australia Aircraft Reliability Trial Page 49 

 

Jenö Marosszéky’s Australian Pilots licence. Fig. 37 – Fig. 43 

 
 

 
 
          Figure 37 
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           Figure 38 
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            Figure 39 
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            Figure 40 
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      Figure 41 
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      Figure 42 
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                                          Figure 43 
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Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI ) Letter.  
(Letter of acceptance) Fig 44 & Fig 45 
 

 
 
         Figure 44 
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        Figure 45 
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FAI  Competitors Licence (No: 19). Issued to: Jenö Marosszéky  
         Fig. 46 – Fig. 48. 

 
 

   
 
          Figure 46 
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      Figure 47 
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        Figure 48 
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Royal Aero Club request for identifying means of payment for 
fuel. 
  

 
 
          Figure 49 
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Royal Aero Club notice to competitors: of change in route 
structure.  
 

  
 
     Figure 50 
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SAR (Search and Rescue) instructions: Fig. 53 – Fig. 55 
 
 

 
 
     Figure 51 
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          Figure 52 
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     Figure 53 
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Original planned route for 1954 REDEX Trial  
 

 
     Figure 54 (& Fig.1) 
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Notification of Australian Pilots Licence renewal 
 

 
 
      Figure 56 
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Certificate of Endorsement:  Australian Pilots Licence.  
Fig. 57 & Fig. 58 
 
 

 
  
        Figure 57 
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         Figure 58 
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DCA letter of approval of Licence renewal & endorsement 
 
 

 
 
        Figure 59 
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DCA Letter of issue: Australian Private Pilot’s Licence 
 

  
 

 
 
      Figure 60 
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Jenö Marosszéky’s Pilot’s Log Book (C.A.Form 7): Fig. 61 – Fig. 68. 

 
 
       Figure 61 
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     Figure 62  
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      Figure 63 
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         Figure 64 



The 1954 REDEX Around Australia Aircraft Reliability Trial Page 76 

 

 
 
      Figure 65 
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         Figure 66 
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      Figure 67 
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          Figure 68 
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Notice of Australian Pilot’s Licence Expiry 
 

 
 
         Figure 69 
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Notice of Australian Student Pilot’s Licence issue:  
 

 

 
 
     Figure 70 
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Royal Aero Club Training syllabus: Fig.71 – Fig.76. 
 

 
 
     Figure 71 
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      Figure 72 
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        Figure 73 
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             Figure 74 
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       Figure 75 
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Invitation to Pilots Dinner for competitors February 1954 
  
 

   
 
     Figure 76 
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Navigators Protractor (Luftwaffe Issue) 
 
 
      

 
 
       Figure 77 
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Navigation map Grid overlay (Royal Hungarian Air Force Issue) 
 

  

  
 
         Figure 78 
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Navigation map dividers (Luftwaffe Issue) 
 
 
 

    
 
      Figure 79 
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Pilots Navigation flight computer – Obverse (Luftwaffe Issue) 
 
 
 

   
 
      Figure 80 
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Pilots Navigation Computer – Front Face (Luftwaffe Issue) 
 
 
 

   
 
      Figure 81 



The 1954 REDEX Around Australia Aircraft Reliability Trial Page 93 

 

Royal Aero Club membership cards: 1954 & 1956. 
 

    
 

    
            Figure 82 

 

    
 

    
     Figure 83 
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DCA Basic Principles (Flying) Course Syllabus: Fig. 84 – Fig.86 

 
 
        Figure 84 
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     Figure 85 
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     Figure 86 
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Supplementary Log Book of Jenö Marosszéky: Fig. 88 – 93. 
 
 
 

 
 
     Figure 87 
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     Figure 88 
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     Figure 89 
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     Figure 90 
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     Figure 91 
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Final history of Tiger Moth VH-AGK 

 
     Figure 92 
 



The 1954 REDEX Around Australia Aircraft Reliability Trial Page 103 

 

RAC Job Offer 
 

 
 
 
     Figure 93 
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Letter from RAeC, start date of Job to Jenö Marosszéky 
 
 

 
  
      Figure 94 
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Letter of Acceptance of Job offer & conditions 
 
 

 
 
     Figure 95 
 
 
 



The 1954 REDEX Around Australia Aircraft Reliability Trial Page 106 

 

Letter of request response for information to support Licence 
application 
 
 

 
 
     Figure 96  
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Letter of request for information to support Licence application 
 

 
 
         Figure 97 
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DCA Letter of request for Medical check-up 
 
 

 
 
     Figure 98 
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Request for return of original documents 
 
 

 
 
     Figure 99 
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Pilots licence renewal 1957 
 

 
 
     Figure 100 
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Flight Training Time Cards 
 
 

 
         Figure 101 
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Crew Licence expiry 1957 
 
 

 
 
     Figure 102 
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     Figure 103 
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August 1st. 1954 Departure Photo’s from Bankstown Aerodrome 
 

            
  Departure on the around Australia REDEX trial 
 

 
  P51 Mustang take-off 
 

       
         DH Chipmunk (not in race) 
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 Last minute engine check 
 

       
       Jenö & Pierre 
       

        
 Viktoria with children & friends   Family friends 
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    Photo shot of Pierre Allard & Jenö Marosszéky 
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August 15th. 1954 Arrival Photo’s at Bankstown Aerodrome 
 

    
Viktoria, children & Friends   Jenö alighting from aircraft 

    
Welcoming crowd     taxiing after landing 

                              
Jenö & Pierre welcome speech   Congratulatory offers 
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Bankstown Aerodrome Control Tower  

                          & friends 
 
 

 

 
 Royal Aero Club House and Clay Pigeon shooting range. 
   Bankstown Aerodrome 1954 
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                         Maps 
 
 These maps were supplied for the REDEX Trial: 
 

1. Australia.  RAAF Map section   April 1943 
 

2. Australia – New Guinea.  H.E.C Robinson Pty. Ltd.  
Map No: 518 (no print date) 

 
3. South West Queensland Map section G.8.  3rd. Edition. 

                   RAAF Headquarters.  September 1943. 
 

4. South East Australia Map section J.9.   3rd. Edition. 
    RAAF Headquarters. November 1942….. 

& 
5.  South East Australia Map section K.9.  3rd. Edition.  

 RAAF Headquarters. November 1942. 
 

6. Western NSW Map section J.8.  3rd. Edition. 
RAAF Headquarters & Department of Civil Aviation 

 
7. South East Australia Map section K.9. Reprinted 

March 1948. State Lands Department of Surveys & 
Department of Interior. 
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The Pilots 
 
(Major) Eugene (Jenö) Marosszéky was born 1906 into a military family 
in Hungary, his father was General In the Hungarian Armed Forces during the 
Second World War. He attended Military Academy from a very early age as 
was the tradition of the time, after graduating from the Academy in 1922 he 
volunteered for flying duties. He learnt to fly in gliders and the Bleriot IV 
aircraft obtaining his Pilots Licence Number 160 endorsed on aircraft with 
100HP engines in 1923. 
 

    
   Major Eugene (Jenö) Marosszéky               Military Identification Card 

 
Flying came naturally to him and he went on to become a test pilot and 
eventually commanded bomber squadrons  flying primarily over the Eastern 
Front WWII. Details of his flying record are reflected in his Flight Log which 
was transcribed from the original Flight Log he maintained during the war. 
(Ref: Figures;  62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69). 
 
In the early 1930’s working with the Hungarian Air Force, the Luftwaffe and a 
short stint with Hungarian Airways Pty. Ltd. (Future Malev Airlines) he became 
a full time test pilot and flight instructor. Aircraft he tested included: 
 

• U12. B. Udet 
• U12. A. Udet 
• Bristol School 
• Brandenburg 
• Hungaria I 
• Hungaria II 
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• Fokker F.VII 
• Fokker F.VIII 
• Fokker F. XI 
• W.M 10 
• B.L 5 
• B.L. ROMA 
• GERLE 
• KLEMM 
• BŰCKER JUNGMAN 
• BŰCKER JUNGMEISTER 
• JUNKERS JUNIOR 
• JUNKERS JU.W.34 
• ANSALDO 
• SIA MARCHETTI S.A.I. 7 
• ROMEO 
• FIAT.C.R.2Ö 
• FIAT.C.R.30 
• FIAT.C.R.42 
• BUDAPEST 
• SOLYOM 
• HEIKEL HD.22 
• FOKKER C.V.D 
• HEIKEL 46 
• CAPRONI 97 
• MESSERSCHMITT 108 
• MESSERSCHMITT 109G 
• COUDRON 
• ARADO 
• LOCKHEED ORION 
• FOCKE WULFE 58 
• JUNKERS 52 
• SAVOYA.S.75 
• FIAT G.12 
• FOCKE WULFE 200 
• CAPRONI 135.bis 
• CAPRONI 310 
• CAPRONI 410 
• JUNKERS 86 
• HEINKEL 111 
• SAVOYA S79 
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• DORNIER DO215 
• DORNIER DO 217 
• MESSERSCHMITT 210 
• MESSERSCHMITT 410 

 
In 1942 he went into full time combat as a squadron commander over the 
eastern front, earning various decorations. The photo below shows a squadron 
photo with the various crews. His total flying time was 6,706 hours. 
 

  
     Heavy Bomber Squadron photo (Sopron Hungary 1944) (He is in the centre)  

 
 
At the end of the European theatre of war May 1945, Jenö was directed to 
demobilize his squadron in Bád Aibling, Bávaria Southern Germany.  
 
In May 1945 he married Viktoria Szügyi in Pápa, Hungary. Viktoria was the 
only daughter of the very highly decorated General (Vitéz) Zoltán Szügyi who 
fighting with the German Wehrmacht commanded one of the last big land battle 
in Europe defending Budapest and the subsequent battle of Burgonland 
(Austria). After defeating the Russian Divisions he surrendered his Division (St. 
Laszlo) to the British and American forces. His Division was ordered to stay 
fully mobilized and on standby till August 1945 just in case the Russian forces 
intended to overrun the western allies’ area of control.  
Jenő with his squadron took the respective families to Bád Aibling in Bávaria, 
where they demobilized their aircraft.   
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    Viktoria Marosszéky (Nee Szügyi) 
 

Work was scarce in Europe especially for combat pilots, a chance encounter in 
the town of Wúrzbűrg where the Australian government had set up a consular 
office to seek candidates for the purpose of immigrating to Australia, gave an 
opportunity to present himself as a potential candidate. The Consular authority 
recognized his impressive flying record and suggested that there were 
opportunities for him to carry on his flying career in Australia. He was duly 
given a letter of offer of employment (in aviation) and the right of passage as a 
refugee immigrant with his young family.  
 
The following documents were required to be able to gain permission for work 
and immigration: 
 

 



The 1954 REDEX Around Australia Aircraft Reliability Trial Page 124 

 

 
 



The 1954 REDEX Around Australia Aircraft Reliability Trial Page 125 

 

 
 
 
 



The 1954 REDEX Around Australia Aircraft Reliability Trial Page 126 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



The 1954 REDEX Around Australia Aircraft Reliability Trial Page 127 

 

Aviation career in Australia 
 
Obtaining a Pilots Licence in Australia for a migrant was considered very 
difficult particularly if  English was not your first language. To this end the 
learning of English was a priority and and the government of the day provided a 
service on the ABC Radio (2FC AM frequency 576)... “Learning English”.  
 
In May 1951 Jenö applied for and received a “Student Pilots Licence” (Ref: 
Page 88, Figure 70). Providing DCA with the requested data (Ref: Page 117, 
Fig: 99).  
 
In November 1951 passing his “Air legislation Examination” (Page 54, Fig: 31). 
 
He also received a notice from DCA of the expiry date of his Student PPL in 
April 1953. (Ref: Page 87, Fig: 69). He promptly renewed his licence on the 
30th. April 1953. (Ref: Page 59, Fig: 41. Page 60, Fig: 42. Page 61, Fig: 43). He 
received notification of renewal for Licence No: 5195 effective 1st. June 1953. 
 
It did not take too many hours of flying training to convince the Examiner of 
Airman to realize that Jenö’s flying proficiency was well above standard, 
resulting in granting him his initial PPL (Private Pilot’s Licence) in May 1953 
(Ref: Page 78, Fig: 60).  
 
On May 13th. 1953 DCA granted Jenö his Flight Crew Licence No: 7088. Ref: 
(Page 56, Fig: 38. Page 57, Fig: 39. Page 58, Fig: 40). Received his DH-82 
Tiger Moth endorsement. 
 
13th. July 1953 endorsed on DHC-1 Chipmunk aircraft Ref: (Page 76, Fig: 58). 
 
Received Competitors Licence No: 19 from the Fédération Aéronautique 
International in 1954(Ref: Page 64, Fig: 46. Page 65, Fig: 47. Page 66, Fig: 48). 
 
On 01st. June 1955 he received notification of his Flight Crew Licence renewal 
from DCA Ref: (Page 120, Fig: 102). 
 
On April 3rd. 1957 he received notification of his Flight Crew Licence expiry 
date, subsequently he renewed. April 17th. 1957 endorsed on the Auster J5/F 
series aircraft. (Ref: Page 75, Fig: 57). 
 
The ongoing cost of maintaining a Pilot’s licence without the benefit of a flying 
career could not justify subsequent renewals. However, He was accepted and 
considered qualified as an Aircraft Mechanic, at the Royal Aero Club and 
subsequently at Butler Air Transport.  
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 Pierre Allard  
 
Little is known about Pierre except he was the son of a high ranking World War 
II French Naval officer. After the REDEX Trial, he returned to France where he 
continued his flying career with one of the French airlines. 
  

            
                                                     Pierre Allard and Jenö Marosszéky 
 
 
There were a number of reasons that both Pierre and Jenő entered the race, they 
had little chance of gaining employment in Australia as pilots, despite being 
lured with a flying job prospect in Australia.  
 
Some of the fellow members of the Royal Aero Club urged both pilots that they 
should enter the race as it would raise their profile and airlines would be 
inclined to hire them. To their great disappointment this was not to be. The 
financial burden on both was considerable, as they had to borrow money to 
allow them to participate. 
 
On November 1st. 1954 Jenö was offered employment beginning Tarmac Duties 
with the Royal Aero Club, Figure 96. In 1955 he was offered employment with 
Butler Airways as an aircraft mechanic. 
 
Jenö and Viktoria raised seven children who all became professionals in 
medicine, aviation, finance, geology, computing sciences, telecommunications, 
teaching and academia. 
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